
 
 

The Canadian Innovation Exchange (CIX) is the ‘must attend’ event for leaders in Canada’s innovative economy. CIX 2016 
attracted 850+ technology industry leaders, entrepreneurs and investors (VCs, angels and corporate) from across 
Canada and the United States. CIX showcased Canada’s most innovative and promising young tech companies and 

provided the tools to network, build new relationships and increase deal flow. CIX facilitates hundreds of new 
relationships and has been an important launch pad for emerging tech companies.  

 
Time Program 

CIX HOST: AMBER KANWAR, Anchor & Reporter, BNN 
Room 

7:30-8:30am Continental Breakfast Lower Concourse 
8:30-9:00am Canada's Advisory Council on Economic Growth: Role of the 

Innovation Economy 
In March, the Minister of Finance, Bill Morneau, announced a new 
Advisory Council on Economic Growth that is tasked with giving 
direction on not only the Innovation Agenda, but also economic 
growth writ large. Ilse Treurnicht, CEO of MaRS, is on the council and 
will be interviewed by Alison Nankivell , CIX Co-Chair and Vice 
President, Funds and Co-investment at BDC Capital, on the council’s 
mandate, recommendations and outlook as it pertains to Canada’s 
innovation ecosystem. 
Alison Nankivell, CIX Co-Chair and Vice President, Funds and Co-
Investment, BDC Capital 
Ilse Treurnicht, Chief Executive Officer, MaRS Discovery District 

Auditorium 

9:00-9:20am CIX Innovator of the Year Presentation and Interview 
CIX is proud to announce that Wattpad, one of Canada’s fastest 
growing companies, has been named the 2016 CIX Innovator of the 
Year. Wattpad has transformed the relationship between readers 
and content and this has caught the attention of Hollywood as a key 
marketing tool for movies. In June, Wattpad announced a deal with 
Turner to help generate ideas for shows on Turner networks, 
starting with the upcoming Tales from the Crypt revival. Join us as 
we present CEO and Co-Founder Allen Lau with this prestigious 
award and welcome Allen to share the Wattpad story. 
MODERATOR Jim Orlando, Managing Director, OMERS Ventures  
Allen Lau, CEO and Co-Founder, Wattpad 

Auditorium 

9:20-10:10am CIX Top 20 Showcase #1  
From hundreds of submissions, CIX Top 20 Selection Committee has 
chosen these companies as Canada’s most innovative.  
PRESENTERS 
Michael Serbinis, CEO, League 
John Philip Green, CEO, CareGuide Inc. 
Harry Gandhi, CEO, Medella Health 
Daniella DeGrace, CEO, Gemba Software Solutions  
Jake Tyler, CEO, Finn.ai 

Auditorium 

10:10-10:35am Networking Break  Lower Concourse 
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10:35-11:25am CIX Top 20 Showcase #2  

From hundreds of submissions, CIX Top 20 Selection Committee has 
chosen these companies as Canada’s most innovative.  
PRESENTERS 
Benjamin Alaire, CEO, Blue J Legal 
Michael Schwanzer, CEO, ZEITDICE INC. 
Michael Tippett , CEO, Wantoo 
Roy Pereira, CEO, Zoom.ai Inc. 
Heather Carson, CEO, Repable Inc. 

Auditorium 

11:25-11:45am BREATHER: A CIX TOP 20 ALUMNI SHOWCASE 
This is our opportunity to take an in-depth at one of our CIX Top 20 
Alumni companies. Breather is a unique mobile app that allows 
users to rent private workspace by the hour. They’ve capitalized on 
the growing gig and sharing economies and also gained major clients 
such as Facebook, Apple, Buzzfeed, Dropbox, and GE. Learn directly 
from Breather’s CEO, Julien Smith, how they’ve built their company 
from a small start-up to one of the most exciting companies in the 
Canadian tech space. 
SPEAKERS  
John Stokes, General Partner, Real Ventures  
Julien Smith, CEO, Breather 

Auditorium 

  

11:45-12:15pm DIGITAL DISRUPTION FOR CONSUMER BRANDS IN THE RETAIL 
SPACE 
Retailers and consumer brands have taken note of the growth 
possibilities that come along with innovative technologies. No longer 
content to simply create, market, and sell their tangible goods, 
traditional brands and retailers are turning to engineers and data 
scientists to improve their product offering utilizing e-commerce 
platforms, data-mining, digital loyalty campaigns, and innovative 
strategies. These experts are taking the shopping experience to the 
next level and will share their unique insight into developing new 
technologies, collaborating with creative partners, and growing your 
brand. 
MODERATOR  Andrew Black , Founder, BrandProject 
SPEAKERS  
Marie Chevrier, Founder, Sampler.io 
Jamie Shea, Co-Founder and Co-Ceo, Chef's Plate 
Lylan Masterman, Principal, White Star Capital 

Auditorium 
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11:45-12:15pm PULSE ON VIRTUAL REALITY 

Prashant Matta, Venture Capitalist, OMERS Ventures and Ana 
Serrano, Chief Digital Officer at the Canadian Film Center (CFC) and 
founder of the CFC Media Lab, will present and discuss the results of 
the PULSE ON VR study, which focuses on the virtual reality 
workflow and ecosystem in Canada. The research investigates VR 
content creators, as well as companies that make software and/or 
hardware that enable VR content from several provinces across 
Canada, with additional insights gathered from California. 
Pulse on VR is supported by the Canada Media Fund (CMF-FMC), 
Telefilm, Creative BC, On-Screen Manitoba (OSM), New Media 
Manitoba (NMM), the Ontario Media Development Corporation 
(OMDC), SODEC and Super Ventures. 
Speakers: 
Prashant Matta, Associate, OMERS Ventures 
Ana Serrano, Chief Digital Officer, Canadian Film Centre 

CR2 

12:15-1:15pm Networking Lunch Lower Concourse 
Meeting Exchange Over Lunch Cafe 

12:15-12:45 Lunch and Learn with Bhole IP Law: IP Management for Growth 
Stage Companies 
Anil Bhole, Managing Partner of Bhole IP Law, will be joined by Kerry 
Liu and Madalin Mihailescu to discuss IP viewpoints from the 
company, investor and advisor. Decisions around IP protection have 
a significant impact on a technology company’s value, future and 
growth curve. Statistical evidence shows that tech companies that 
are most attuned to and best manage their IP position tend to have 
more successful exits. The panel will discuss ways in which to best 
leverage IP and the relative importance placed on IP in the area of 
raising investment. The audience will be invited to participate to 
facilitate the sharing of ideas. 
Speakers: 
Anil Bhole, Lawyer, Bhole IP Law 
Kerry Liu, CEO, Rubikloud 
Madalin Mihailescu, Impact Team, Georgian Partners 
Roger Singh, CTO, Rubikloud 

CR3 

1:15-2:00pm Machine Learning and the Connected Car: New Opportunities for 
Funders and Founders 
Connected cars are those that have access to the Internet and a 
variety of sensors that can send and receive signals to interact with 

Auditorium 
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other vehicles or devices. Machine learning and artificial intelligence 
are the driving forces behind the connected car and advancements 
in IoT and automation are opening up new possibilities never before 
thought possible with standard vehicles. On this high-level panel, 
Investors and entrepreneurs will take a close look at the connected 
car space and detail the growing opportunities abound for those on 
both sides of the industry. 
MODERATOR  V. Paul Lee, Managing Partner, Vanedge Capital  
SPEAKERS  
Quin Garcia, Managing Director, AutoTech Ventures 
Boris Shulkin, PhD, VP Research and Development, Magna 
International 
Sherry Shannon Vanstone, President and CEO, TrustPoint Innovation 
Tony Cannestra, Director of Corporate Ventures, DENSO 
Entrepreneurs’ Workshop: Hustling Growth To Scalability 
Hear from 5 successful Silicon Valley entrepreneurs on how they 
successfully grew their startups. Moderated by Dominic Coryell, 
entrepreneur-turned-investor-turned program lead of GIMME 
GROWTH, these ‘growth masters’ will share strategic and tactical 
advice and exercises that can be put into action immediately. 
MODERATOR Dominic Nique Coryell, Distribution Hacker-in-
Residence, 500 Startups 
SPEAKERS  
Kai Fortney, Senior Director, Marketing Programs, Hired,  
Archie Abrams, VP of Product - Growth and New Markets, udemy 
Aykut Karaalioglu ,Founder & CEO, Mobile Action 
Ethan Smith, Chief Growth Officer, Yummly 

CR3 

1:15-1:45pm WORKSHOP- AN ENTREPRENEUR’S JOURNEY – LESSONS LEARNED 
ON DARRELL MACMULLIN’S TRIP FROM EBAY TO PAYPAL TO 
GOLDMONEY 
Hear Darrell’s experiences on what it takes to build global 
technology companies in Canada; and learn about the challenges 
and opportunities that Canadian entrepreneurs face today. 
SPEAKERS  
Darrell MacMullin, CEO, Goldmoney 
Michael Kousaie, TMX 

CR2 

1:45-2:45pm Meeting Exchange Cafe 
2:00-2:30pm THE ART OF SUCCESS: THE IMPACT OF STRATEGIC DESIGN IN 

TECHNOLOGY  
Auditorium 
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In the digital world, creative designers utilize their skills to attract 
consumers through aesthetics and captivate them through ease of 
use. The importance of strong design strategies can’t be overstated 
in today’s competitive technology environment. Whether your 
business creates mobile platforms, hardware, apps, data solutions, 
or anything in the digital space, the competition is fierce, so user 
interface (UI) and user experience (UX) design could be the deciding 
factor in your company’s market share. These panelists each have 
unique expertise in the area of design, but all will agree that without 
a functional and attractive product, your business will get left 
behind. 
MODERATOR  Shauna Levy, President + CEO, Design Exchange 
SPEAKERS  
Idris Mootee, CEO, Idea Couture 
Mark Pavlidis, CTO and Co-Founder, Flixel 
Bill Buxton, Principal Researcher, Microsoft 

2:00-2:30pm 
 

GROWING YOUR BUSINESS GLOBALLY FROM CANADA 
Canada is home to some of the world’s foremost thinkers and 
business leaders, but are we doing enough to take our ideas and 
businesses beyond our borders? Join this exclusive fireside chat with 
Urthecast to hear insight into what it’s taken for Urthecast to build a 
global business and how other entrepreneurs could follow in their 
footsteps. 
MODERATOR - Michael Kousaie, Head of Business Development, 
Technology, Toronto Stock Exchange & TSX Venture Exchange 
SPEAKER  
Wade Larson, President and CEO, Urthecast 

CR3 

WORKSHOP - TAX EFFICIENT GROWTH STRATEGIES FOR 
TECHNOLOGY START UP COMPANIES IN THE U.S. MARKET  
Looking south as a technology start-up makes sense. With a market 
10 times larger than Canada, the U.S. offers huge opportunities to 
expand, find new funding sources and dive into a wider pool of 
talent. If you do it right. Tax Efficient Growth Strategies for 
Technology Start Up Companies in the U.S. Market will give you an 
edge over the competition by showing you how to overcome the 
most common challenges companies face when entering the U.S. 
market. Our tax specialists will arm you with the information you 
need to optimize your tax strategy on both sides of the border when 

CR2 
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looking for financing options, dealing with employees and enhancing 
your tax structure. 
SPEAKERS: 
Jacqueline Huang, International Tax, MNP LLP 
Michael Shumate, Director, U.S. Corporate Tax, MNP LLP   

2:30-3:05pm ATTRACTING TALENT AND BUILDING A POSITIVE CORPORATE 
CULTURE: KEYS TO SUCCESS 
The tech sector’s leading technology firms are constantly searching 
for people with the skills and business acumen to help them achieve 
the next stage in their revolution. From defining a corporate culture 
to talent recruiting and retention, it’s imperative for both employees 
and employers to share a unique vision of success. No matter the 
size of your business, these thought leaders will provide valuable 
insight into growing your company without compromising the spirit 
of your workforce. 
MODERATOR - David Wismer, Managing Director, BMO Capital 
Markets 
SPEAKERS  
Konval Matin, Director of Culture, Shopify 
Mike McDerment, CEO, Freshbooks 
Carol Leaman, CEO, Axonify 

Auditorium 

2:30-3:30pm Atlantic Canada Tech Company Showcase 
PRESENTERS: 
Scott Everett, CEO and Co-Founder, Eigen Innovations 
Mark Hobbs, CEO, Fundmetric 
Topher Kingsley-Williams, CEO and Co-Founder, Porpoise 
Ian McLeod, CEO, Envenio 
Sarah Murphy, CEO, Sentinel Alert 
Joe Teo, CEO & Co-Founder, Hey Orca 

CR3 

3:05-3:25pm Networking Break Lower Concourse 
3:30-3:50pm 
 

BRIDGIT: A CIX TOP 20 ALUMNI SHOWCASE 
Bridgit, a 2014 Top 20 Alumni company, is a platform that helps 
contractors manage their sub-contractors on-site and help with 
general task management and quality-control items. Gaining get 
traction in the construction and development world since their 
inception, Bridigt utilizes forward-thinking technology to disrupt a 
traditional analog process. How has Bridgit made such great strides? 

Auditorium 
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Co-Founder, Mallorie Brodie, and one of Bridgit’s major investors, 
Amy Rae of Vanedge Capital, will engage in a discussion around their 
growth strategy, raising capital, and opportunities for young 
entrepreneurs in Canada’s booming innovation landscape. 
MODERATOR Amy Rae, Principal, Vanedge Capital  
Mallorie Bridgit, Co-Founder, Bridgit 

3:30-3:50pm 
 

WORKSHOP - UNDERSTANDING CYBERSECURITY RISKS, AND HOW 
TO PROTECT YOUR INFORMATION ASSETS FROM CYBER THREATS 
Cyber threats are ever evolving. From state-sponsored actors, to 
organized crime and black hat attacks, virtually any organization can 
become a victim. Every organization – from start-up to multinational 
– needs to keep cybersecurity top of mind in order to protect 
valuable information assets and avoid losing intellectual property. 
This session will present strategies for assessing your organization’s 
information assets and implementing a robust cybersecurity defense 
strategy.   
SPEAKER: 
Asif Mohammed, Vice President, Richter  

CR2 

  
3:50-4:40pm CIX Top 20 Showcase #3  

From hundreds of submissions, CIX Top 20 Selection Committee has 
chosen these companies as Canada’s most innovative.  
PRESENTERS 
Ray Caon  CEO, Exact Media 
Pascal Pilon, CEO, LANDR 
Steve Barha, CEO, Instant Financial 
Tristan Lehari, CEO, TritonWear Inc. 
Mohannad El-Barachi, CEO, SweetIQ 

Auditorium 

4:40-5:30pm CIX Top 20 Showcase #4  
From hundreds of submissions, CIX Top 20 Selection Committee has 
chosen these companies as Canada’s most innovative.  
PRESENTERS 
Chris Bryson, CEO, Unata Inc 
Derrick Fung, CEO, Drop Loyalty Inc. 
Danish Yusuf, CEO, Zensurance 
Sherry Shannon-Vanstone, CEO, TrustPoint Innovation Technologies 
Vuk Magdelinic, CEO, Overbond 

Auditorium 

5:30-7:00pm Closing Cocktails Lower Concourse 


